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trie duties of patriotism. These men do not act from
,an exclusive consideration of the promises of a future
life ; eternity is only one motive of their devotion to
rVthe cause ; and if you converse with these mission-
aries of Christian civilization, you will be surprised to
find how much value they set upon the goods of this
\vorld, and that you meet with a politician where you
expected to find a priest. They will tell you that
* all the American republics are collectively involved
with each other ; if the republics of the West were to
fall into anarchy, or to be mastered by a despot, the
republican institutions which nowr flourish upon the
shores of the Atlantic Ocean would be in great peril.
It is therefore our interest that the new States should
be religious, in order to maintain our liberties.'
Such are the opinions of the Americans, and if any
hold that the religious spirit which I admire is the very
thing most amiss in America, ... I can only reply
that those who hold this language have never been in
* America, and that they have never seen a religious or
a free nation. When they return from their expedi-
tion, we shall hear what they have to say. . . .
The philosophers of the eighteenth century ex-
plained the gradual decay of religious faith in a very
simple manner. Religious zeal, said they, must
necessarily fail, the more generally liberty is estab-
lished and knowledge diffused. Unfortunately, facts
are by no means in accordance with their theory.
There are certain populations in Europe wrhose
unbelief is only equalled by their ignorance and their
debasement, while in America one of the freest and
most enlightened nations in the world fulfils all the
T&utward duties of religion with fervour.
Upon my arrival in the United States, the religious
aspect of the country was the first thing that struck
my attention ; and the longer I stayed there the more